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Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord: 20 July 2014

Christian Education Sabbath is a time to focus on the education ministries in your
local church. Set aside a Sabbath; Encourage people to participate in the ways your
church helps people grow.

The recommended date for Christian Education Sabbath this year is September 6. It is
the first Sabbath after Labor Day. If the 6th doesn't work for your church, consider
using the materials at another time.

The focus of this year's material is stewardship—exalting Christ as creator, sustainer,
ruler, and owner.

We have included a bulletin cover, a responsive reading, a bulletin insert (thought
starter), a children's message, a Sabbath Visitor, a skit, and an empty tri-fold that
could be used to list ways your church encourages Christian Education. This packet
of information can be downloaded at <7db.info/ces>.

May God continue to make His presence and power known in His church through
the ministry He has given to you.

In Christ,

(sl

Andrew J. Camenga

P.S.

Seventh Day Baptists encourage unhindered study and open discussion of
Scripture. One way we can do this is by providing tools that help make Bible
reading a part of every-day life.

If your church isn't already doing something to promote Bible reading, consider
promoting <YouVersion.com> or the Discipleship Journal Bible Reading programs
(included in this package).
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Christian Education Skit / Stewardship

Title Giving Everything

Point Christians give everything to Christ. Stewardship for Christians is not managing
to give a little of our stuff to God, it is yielding everything to Christ.

Actors Needed 4 listeners and 1 preacher

Props Needed a HUGE dollar bill, a HUGE paper clock (that says “My Time” on its face), a
HUGE paper heart, a big trash bag (as an offering bag), a day-timer like planner,
a marker, a pair of scissors

Setting A worship service where the preacher gives a brief message about stewardship
and giving. The listeners then participate in an offering.

Scene Opens As the skit starts, the preacher and listeners walk in and take their places. The
preacher reads a scripture passage about giving (such as Mark 12:38-44). The
listeners make a great show of trying to listen — one pays absolute attention, one
takes nodding off, another elbows the one nodding off.

Dialogue (After the scripture reading, there is no dialogue needed.)

When the Scripture reading is finished, the following happens in sequence:

1. One listener gets up to up the offering, and stands holding the bag while the other
listeners act.

2. One listener pulls out the HUGE dollar, measures 1/10 of the bill, marks it, cuts it out,
and makes a big show of placing it in the offering bag.

3. One listener pulls out the HUGE clock and the day-timer, studies the day-timer, marks a
part of the clock, cuts it out, and makes a big show of placing it in the bag.

4. The last listener makes a show of thinking about what to give, and finally pulls out the
HUGE heart. As this is done, the other listeners watch carefully. One of them hands the
scissors to the listener with the heart.

Now, the last listener makes a show of choosing where to cut the heart. After a little while,
the listener prays, folds up the scissors, puts them down, and then places the whole heart in
the bag.

5. Simultaneously, the listener with the HUGE bill and the one with the HUGE clock look
shocked. They show they can’t believe what the last listener did. They make it clear that

they a reconsidering how much they gave. Finally, they place all of the remaining clock and
bill in the bag.

6. All four listeners and the preacher gather, point to heaven, kneel, pray, and then leave the
room.

For use with September 2014 Christian Education Sabbath.
Heavily based on ideas found at
<http:/lwww.abmhk.org.hk/stewardship-givi.htmI> Accessed: 2009-08
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