
Teachings On Community 

Unit 3: Teachings of the Church 

 

Lesson 9                      May 1, 2010 

 

 

A Faithful Community 
 

 

God’s Word:              Colossians 1:1-14                                                          

         

 

Key Verse:                
 

“For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and 

to ask that you be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding.” 

          Colossians 1:9 
 

=============================================================\ 
 

 

BBrreeaakkiinngg  IItt  DDoowwnn::  

  

WWhhiillee  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  rreeccoorrdd  ooff  PPaauull  eevveerr  vviissiittiinngg  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  CCoolloossssee,,  ssoommee  bbeelliieevvee  EEppaapphhrraass  

ffoouunnddeedd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  tthheerree..  EEppaapphhrraass  wwaass  aa  ttrruusstteedd  ccoo--wwoorrkkeerr  ooff  PPaauull  aanndd  aa  nnaattiivvee  ooff  

CCoolloossssee  wwhhoo  bbeeccaammee  aa  CChhrriissttiiaann  wwhheenn  PPaauull  mmiinniisstteerreedd  iinn  EEpphheessuuss..  ((SSeeee  CCoolloossssiiaannss  11::77;;  

44::1122..))  

  

TThhee  lleetttteerr  ooff  CCoolloossssiiaannss  wwaass  wwrriitttteenn  pprriimmaarriillyy  ttoo  

ccoommbbaatt  aa  ggrroowwiinngg  hheerreessyy  wwiitthhiinn  tthhaatt  bbooddyy  ooff  

bbeelliieevveerrss..  WWhhiillee  tthhee  hheerreessyy  iiss  nnoott  nnaammeedd,,  iitt  sseeeemmss  ttoo  

hhaavvee  iinncclluuddeedd  eelleemmeennttss  ooff  ppaaggaann  pphhiilloossoopphhyy  aanndd  

JJuuddaaiissmm..  PPaauull  wwrroottee  ttoo  ccoorrrreecctt  tthhee  pprroobblleemm  aanndd  ttoo  ccaallll  

tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  ttoo  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  tthhee  ssiimmppllee  ffaaiitthh  iinn  CChhrriisstt..  HHee  

ggaavvee  aa  ssttrroonngg  wwaarrnniinngg  ttoo  rreejjeecctt  oouuttssiiddee  pphhiilloossoopphhiieess  

aanndd  rreelliiggiioouuss  tteeaacchhiinnggss  tthhaatt  wweerree  iinnccoommppaattiibbllee  wwiitthh  

tthhee  tteeaacchhiinnggss  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy..  TThhee  aappoossttllee  sshhoowwss  tthheemm  

tthhaatt  tthhee  aannsswweerrss  tthheeyy  vvaaiinnllyy  ssoouugghhtt  ttoo  ffiinndd  eellsseewwhheerree  

ccaann  oonnllyy  bbee  ffoouunndd  iinn  tthhee  GGoossppeell  ooff  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..  

  

PPaauull  rreeppeeaattss  hhiiss  aassssuurraannccee  tthhaatt  hhee  ccoonnssttaannttllyy  pprraayyss  ffoorr  tthheemm..  HHiiss  pprraayyeerr  iiss  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  oobbttaaiinn  

tthhee  ffuullll  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt  aanndd  pplleeaassee  GGoodd  iinn  eevveerryytthhiinngg,,  lliivviinngg  iinn  aa  wwaayy  HHiiss  

cchhiillddrreenn  oouugghhtt  ttoo  lliivvee..  TThhiiss  kkiinndd  ooff  lliivviinngg  bbeeggiinnss  wwiitthh  aa  pprrooppeerr  aattttiittuuddee  ttoowwaarrddss  GGoodd::  

““TThhee  ffeeaarr  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  iiss  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ooff  kknnoowwlleeddggee””  ((PPrroovveerrbbss  11::77))..  RRiigghhtt  kknnoowwlleeddggee,,  

aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  PPaauull,,  lleeaaddss  ttoo  rriigghhtt  bbeehhaavviioorr..  AAnndd  rriigghhtt  bbeehhaavviioorr  lleeaaddss  ttoo  oobbeeddiieenntt  lliivveess..  GGoodd  

iiss  llooookkiinngg  ffoorr  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  wwiillll  bbee  oobbeeddiieenntt  ttoo  HHiiss  WWoorrdd  aanndd  ttoo  HHiiss  wwiillll  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  lliivveess..  It 



doesn’t matter how charismatic or influential a person is. It doesn’t matter how many 

spiritual gifts a person has, how well a person can speak, or how well a person can pray. 

What God wants is for us to live in obedience to the knowledge of the Word we have 

within us. 

PPaauull  aallssoo  pprraayyss  tthhaatt  tthhee  CCoolloossssiiaann  CChhrriissttiiaannss  wwoouulldd  bbee  eeqquuiippppeedd,,  nnoott  oonnllyy  wwiitthh  

kknnoowwlleeddggee,,  bbuutt  aallssoo  wwiitthh  ppoowweerr..    TThhee  ppoowweerr  hhee  lloonnggss  ffoorr  tthheemm  ttoo  hhaavvee  ccoommeess  ffrroomm  GGoodd  

HHiimmsseellff..  SSuucchh  ppoowweerr  wwiillll  hheellpp  tthheemm  ssttaanndd  ffiirrmm  iinn  tthhee  ffaaccee  ooff  ttrriiaallss  aanndd  ooppppoossiittiioonnss  tthhaatt  

wwiillll  tteesstt  tthheeiirr  ffaaiitthh  iinn  CChhrriisstt..   

  

  

============================================================== 

 

 

LLiivviinngg  IItt::  

 

Perhaps more than any other sporting event, crew rowing requires a coordinated team 

effort. The rowers must pull together in complete harmony and unison if they are to be 

successful. If the oars on one side are pulled too hard, the boat will go slightly off course 

and waste some of its focused energy. If one rower begins the stroke too early or releases 

too late, again the boat will be pulled off target. All the rowers must listen carefully to the 

cadence of the coxswain and stay in rhythm. The rower cannot be listening to a cadence 

of his or her own making or the cadence of the boat in the next lane. 

 

One of the things that endeared the 

Colossian church to Paul was that 

they were “pulling together.” They 

were united by their faith in Christ 

and their love for one another. Many 

churches are sadly lacking in this 

area. The members have different 

agendas and different goals. Some 

members may pull on the oar that 

preserves tradition and resists 

change. Other members may be 

pulling on an oar for radical change 

and dropping of tradition. The 

“boat” of a church like this will go 

in circles.  As Paul writes to the 

church at Colosse, we get a picture 

of the kind of church the Christians 

in the city were, or should have 

been. 

 

People in our society are searching for meaning in their lives through various false paths, 

but grace and peace come only through Jesus Christ. Only Jesus can give us the strength 

and power to face the trials and challenges in our lives. Everywhere we turn we find 



some offer of the good life based on the purchase of a book, product, or “new” teaching. 

Yet the life we genuinely need has been offered to us through the cross of Calvary. 

 

============================================================== 

 

Understanding It: 

 

1. What did Paul thank God for? What did he pray for concerning the Colossian 

church? 

2. What does it mean to be “A Faithful Community?” 

3. What are some of the non-Christian philosophies that affect churches today? 

4. How do you go about “growing in the knowledge of God?” 

 

 

=============================================================== 

 

DDooiinngg  IItt!!  

 

Paul saw the church as a body (Romans 12:5), a unified entity working as one. This 

week, make a list of the strengths and weaknesses you see in the church at Colosse. Then 

compare the list with your church. Share your findings with your pastor. 

 

                                                                 


