
Teachings On Community 

Unit 3: Teachings of the Church 

 

Lesson 10                    May 8, 2010 

 

 

An Established Community 
 

 

God’s Word:              Colossians 2:1-12                                                          

         

 

Key Verse:                
 

“See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, 

according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, 

rather than according to Christ.” 

          Colossians 2:8 
 

============================================================== 

 

 

BBrreeaakkiinngg  IItt  DDoowwnn::  

  

TThhee  eexxaacctt  nnaattuurree  ooff  tthhee  hheerreessyy  iinn  tthhee  CCoolloossssiiaann  cchhuurrcchh  iiss  nnoott  cclleeaarr,,  bbuutt  iitt  sseeeemmss  ttoo  bbee  

ccoonnnneecctteedd  wwiitthh  aa  ffaallssee  vviieeww  ooff  tthhee  nnaattuurree  ooff  CChhrriisstt..  TThhee  cciittyy  ooff  CCoolloossssee  wwaass  iinn  aa  rreeggiioonn  

wwiitthh  aa  rriicchh  hheerriittaaggee  ooff  GGrreeeekk  pphhiilloossoopphhyy..  TThhiiss  sseeeemmss  ttoo  hhaavvee  iinnfflluueenncceedd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  iinn  

ssuubbttllee  wwaayyss  aanndd  iinnfflluueenncceedd  tthhee  ddooccttrriinnee..  PPaauull  ccaalllleedd  tthhee  cchhuurrcchh  bbaacckk  ttoo  aa  ppuurree  ffaaiitthh  iinn  

CChhrriisstt,,  aa  ffaaiitthh  nnoott  mmiixxeedd  wwiitthh  ppaaggaanniissmm  oorr  pphhiilloossoopphhyy..  

  

TThhee  RRoommaannss  hhaadd  aa  tteennddeennccyy  ttoo  iinnccoorrppoorraattee  ffoorreeiiggnn  

rreelliiggiioonnss  iinnttoo  tthheeiirr  ssyysstteemm  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  ddeessttrrooyyiinngg  

tthheemm..  JJuusstt  aass  aa  ppeerrssoonn  ttooddaayy  mmaayy  hhaavvee  sseevveerraall  

ffaavvoorriittee  aauutthhoorrss,,  aa  RRoommaann  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  cceennttuurryy  mmiigghhtt  

hhaavvee  mmuullttiippllee  rreelliiggiioouuss  aalllleeggiiaanncceess..  

  

IInn  tthhee  RRoommaann  pprroovviinncceess,,  cciittiieess  lliikkee  CCoolloossssee  mmiigghhtt  

aallssoo  hhaavvee  ggooddss  aanndd  tteemmpplleess  uunniiqquuee  ttoo  tthheeiirr  rreeggiioonn..  

EEaacchh  ooff  tthheessee  ddeeiittiieess  hhaadd  iittss  oowwnn  pprriieesstthhoooodd  aanndd  

bbeelliieeffss..  TThheerree  wwaass  nnoo  pprreessssuurree  ttoo  mmaakkee  eexxcclluussiivvee  

cchhooiicceess  iinn  rreelliiggiioonn..  PPeerrhhaappss  tthhee  mmoosstt  ssoopphhiissttiiccaatteedd  

aanndd  mmyysstteerriioouuss  ooff  tthheessee  aanncciieenntt  bbeelliieeffss  wwaass  

GGnnoossttiicciissmm..    

  

SSeevveerraall  tthhiinnggss  mmaaddee  GGnnoossttiicciissmm  iinnccoommppaattiibbllee  wwiitthh  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy..  GGnnoossttiiccss  bbeelliieevveedd  iinn  

mmaannyy  ggooddss  aatt  mmaannyy  lleevveellss..  EEvveenn  iiff  tthheeyy  eevveennttuuaallllyy  aacckknnoowwlleeddggeedd  aa  ssuupprreemmee  ddeeiittyy,,  tthheeiirr  



uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  wwoorrlldd  wwaass  aatt  ooddddss  wwiitthh  tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  aanndd  CChhrriissttiiaann  bbeelliieeff  iinn  aa  

ssiinnggllee  GGoodd..  

  

GGnnoossttiiccss  mmaaddee  aa  rraaddiiccaall  ddiivviissiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  mmaatteerriiaall  wwoorrlldd  ((wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  bbeelliieevveedd  wwaass  

ccoorrrruupptt  aanndd  eevviill))  aanndd  tthhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  wwoorrlldd  ((wwhhiicchh  tthheeyy  bbeelliieevveedd  wwaass  tthhee  rreeaallmm  ooff  ttrruutthh  aanndd  

lliigghhtt))..  TThhiiss  mmaaddee  iitt  iinnccoonncceeiivvaabbllee  ffoorr  tthheemm  tthhaatt  tthhee  SSoonn  ooff  GGoodd  ccoouulldd  aassssuummee  aa  hhuummaann  

bbooddyy..  

  

PPaauull  rreeaalliizzeedd  tthhaatt  ffaaiitthh  iinn  CChhrriisstt  aanndd  tthhee  wwaayy  ooff  CChhrriissttiiaanniittyy  wwaass  eexxcclluussiivvee,,  mmeeaanniinngg  tthhaatt  

iitt  ccoouulldd  nnoott  bbee  ccoommbbiinneedd  wwiitthh  ootthheerr  ffaaiitthhss  wwiitthhoouutt  lloossiinngg  iittss  eesssseennccee..  TThheerree  wwaass  nnoo  rroooomm  

ffoorr  ccoommpprroommiissee..  

  

 

============================================================== 

 

LLiivviinngg  IItt::  

 

To move away from what the Bible teaches is to engage in heresy and makes one a 

heretic. Heretics are nothing new to Christianity. Paul and the other apostles confronted 

them. Heretics in medieval Europe were punished harshly, even to the point of being 

burned at the stake. To be accused of heresy today won’t lead to prison time or a fine by 

the court, much less execution by being burned at the stake. Heresy now flourishes with 

few constraints and is aided by a modern fascination with novelty and charismatic, self-

promoting personalities.  

 

“As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been 

firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you 

were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude” (verses 6-7). 

 

How are believers to “walk” in what 

they have received concerning Christ? 

Paul paints a picture of the ongoing 

Christian life.  He says they are 

“rooted”  (unshakeable, fixed, firmly 

grounded) and  “built up” (to give 

constant increase in Christian 

knowledge and in a life conformed to 

that knowledge). Our spiritual 

understanding develops as a result of 

communicating with Christ and 

gaining strength through His word. The 

contentment that enables the believer 

to remain rooted and built up in Christ, rather than chasing things that seem momentarily 

more exciting, grows up through the disciplined practice of giving thanks. And the result 

is joy! 

 



Verse 10 gives a final answer to the temptation to follow empty philosophies and ways of 

life that oppose Christ: “and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all 

principalities and powers.” What more does Paul need to say? Everything they, and we, 

are tempted to seek outside of Christ, is found present in Him. The promise of Christ’s 

fullness is not a meaningless promise, but a sharing between the living Lord of the 

universe and those who are in union with Him. In Him we discover all treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge, according to the mystery of the Gospel, to all who call upon His 

name. 

 

============================================================== 

 

 

Understanding It: 

 

1. What does it mean to walk in Jesus Christ as you have received Him? (Verse 6) 

2. What issues in the church concerned the apostle Paul? 

3. Since all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are found in Christ, is it useful 

to read literature from other religious traditions? Why or why not? 

4. What are some ways you can improve your Christian walk? 

 

============================================================== 
 

DDooiinngg  IItt!!  

 

This week: 

1. Seek to draw closer to the Lord by further study of what it means to be complete 

in Christ who is the fullness of God. Show the results of your study to your 

teacher. 

2. Identify areas in your life where you have not given Christ His rightful place as 

supreme authority and ruler. Release these to Him. 

3. Identify people in your church you believe are struggling in their faith and begin, 

this week, to set aside time each day to pray for them. 

                                                                 


